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Lake Associations Request cleanup Help
-'Ihis 

year., Flor.gen suggestec,l to COLA to try to ask for help
cluring the ice fishing seasor) fr.orn the fishennen thernselvei.
This is the first year a reirl call to clean up has been put out.

"'Ihe re's ir ,ee d for taki,g care of this beautifui county a,d
the bcautiful lakes we have ancl keep them as clean as we
possibly can," Horgen said.

According to )im Wolters, the area fisheries supervisor, the
r-,ai, clebris that irre cnrre^tly beir-rg clearrecl up are plastic
bottles, aluminurn cans, cylinders, wooden planks o.r,l .,r"r,
htttlan n,aste.

"I thinl< n e're prol>irbly seeir-rg a little bit more of that being
an issue, the littering, being that there,s a trencl now to go tJ
larger'lisli ho*ses and spe,d all weeke,d out there,,,Wolters
said. "It really cornes back to a few individuals making a bacl
name for the rest out therc."

Unforttrnately, once the thaw cotres, the Ieftover clebris
from these inclir.iduals end up ou tl.re sirores of lake property
owlters.

"We clon't oivn the lake, we just try to keep them as clean
as we cau and we could use sonre helpi' Horgen said.

While alea groitps, like the Boy Scouts, have traclitionally

Continued on page 2 >

"The lakes belong to everybocly in thc state of Minnesotaj,
said lerry Horgen, a member of the Otter Tail County Coa_
Iition of Lake Associations (COLA) ancl the presiclent ol the
West Battle Lake Lakeshore Association.

The waters are open to everyone, exemplified by the
conntless ice hor.rses on the frozen lakes iight now. Eacl_r
year; after the houses cor,e offthe lake, the west Battle Lake
Lakeshore Association pays a group of l<icls to conte out :rnc1
clean up after tl-re houses.

"For several years, we've haci a group of supervised kicls go
around and pick up the debris left on the lake, all in n ,,..y"
safb fashionj' Horgen said.

Otter Tail County Coalition of Lake Associations is re_
questing that fishermen take up clean practices when on the
Itrkes.
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Little lBig Pine z0l7 Fish Survey Results
lhe Minnesota Department of Natural Lal<e. tr4any young yellow perch rvere assessrlelnt for young walleye dole i1

Resources (MNDNR), Fisheries Section seen during this fall assessment. September, 2017 showecl a fair number
in Fergus Falls conducted fish surveys Northernpil<e gillnet catch rate cle- ofimallwalleye present ip Little pine
in Big and Little Pine Lakes during the creasecl from 6.8 per 1et in 2014 to 1.3 Lake.
sumrner of 2017 ' Big Pine Lake was pcr net in 2017 . This is a historical low, Pike gill net catch rate clecreased frorlr
surveyed the week of fuly 17th and Little matching the catch rate from l 958. 6.3 per net tn 2ol4to 4.3 per net in
Pine the week of Jr"rne 26th' Fish surveys Yellow perch gill net catch decreasecl 201 7, continuing a clownwarcl trelcl.
are conducted ott the Pine Lakes every from 34.0 per net in 2014 to 23.3 per net Yellow perch gill net catch ilcreased
threeyealsbyMNDNRFisheries.The in2017. frour lg.4pernet in20l4to33.3pernet
following is a sulnurary of the findings White sucker and tullibee catches in 2017.i,t20t7 

i?Ii,?;:?:nsrr)i,creased 
rio,r rhe 

,#l,ff[];.ili,:[T:?i::l]T,.
BIG PINE LAKE The fish populations appear to be in 2014 survey
Walleye gill net catch increased fron, good shape on Big Pinelake. All of these trends are good for Little

16.0 per netin2074 to 18.3 per net in pine Lake. Angling ,.,..Js n.ray be
2017 'Walleye sampled ranged fron LITTLE PINE LAKE poorer this yea'r clr"Ie to more yellow
8'1 to 27 '0 inches in length, represent- walleye gill net catch increasecl from perch being present in the lake.
ing multiple, cotlsecutive year classes. 8.6 per r-ret in 2014 to 14.8 pcr net in For adclitional iuformation or ques-
Alnrost 90o/o of the walleye san.rpled were 2017. Walleye sarlplecl rarqgecl frorr.r tior.rs/colcerns contact: Jim Wolters
r-rnder 18" in length, A fall electrofishing 9.1 to 25.4 iiches iir length, represent- MNDNR Area Fisheries S,pervisor
assesslrent fbr yor-rng walleye done in ing rrultiple, consecutive year classes. 1509 lst Ave. North Fergus Falls, MN
Septernber,2017 sliowed good rlumbers About 75% of the walleye sar-r.rpled were 53537 ]im.Wolters@state.mn.us 21g-
of small walleye present in Big Pine rurder 18" in length. e iall electr.ofishing 739-7576,x223

watercraft Inspectors to Increase for 20rg Boating Season
Otter Tail Corrnty commissioners have approvecl hiring up

to 30 watercraft inspectors for the 20lg boating season. The
action, reported by the Pelican Rapids ptess, is subject to the
candidate pool and resoLlrces necessary to inanage the in-
spectors. Sorne workers rlay be hirecl for part-tir.r"re duties.
The county is currently advertising the positions, listing
them as 20-40 hours per week.

Commissior.rers have also approved increasir.rg the Aquatic
Invasive Species prever.rtion marketing fund to $50,000, an
increase of $15,000. This actior.r, along with the approval
to make $3,575 in upgrades to the I-LID Sensor took place
during the commissioners' lan. 23 meeting.

Land & Resource Director Bill Kalar explained the AIS
Task Force Marketing Comrlittee fundir.r g recomtnendation

> CLEANUP Continuedfrom page l
been a huge help during cleanup tirne, there'.s a simple thing
fisherpeople can do to make the job a little nrore ,rru,lng"rllrl..

"]trst the ger.reral rule of if you bring it out there, bring it
back with you. Any paper trasir, plastic bottles, trash, bring
it back with you and remember the lake is for everybocly to
enjoyi'Wolters said.

Wolters says cor.nlron sense is the best tool to use u,hen

and I-LID sensor upgrade during the meeting. The funding
is subject to exploration of marketing the AIS prevention
message in various social media venues in concert with
recommendations of the county's external communiCa-
tions director. This directive follows the recomrnendation
of the Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Task Force. AIS Task
Force Chairman Bernie Steeves is r.eviewing how oth-
er counties are operating the boat decontamination process.

The I-LID system utilizes advanced sensors that activate
when a boater has entered the launch area. Video monitor-
ing then begins.

Discussion also took place regarding the recommendation
ofthe AIS Task Force to accept a $5,000 donation to support
the operation of I-LIDS at the Dead Lake public accesses.

you're out on the lake, but there are some that use the snow
as an excuse to hide their garbage instead of taking it with
them when they leave.

"It's just about being aware of the space you're using and
when you leave to make it as clean as when you came and if
you notice your neighbors have some debris to help them out.
If we all do that, our lakes will be a whole lot cleanerj' Horgen
said.
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APPLICATION FOR LAKESCAPING PROIECT
Up to $1,000 for vegetation in nr:rtching funcls mny be available frorn g'ICpLIl)

Narne of property owner:

Maiiing Address:

'I'elephone:

Location ofproject:

Description of project:

Sirnple diagram of plans:

Signature of Propelty Orn ner:

Signature of OTCPLID Committee Chair:

Signature of SWCD Specialist:
The East OTC Soil and Wtrter Couservation District Ofllce is locatecl at B0l Jenr.ry Avenue in per.hanr-
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Minutes of the Annual Meeting satr.*ctry, frtne 24, zat'l
1. Call to order:
'11te OTCPI.ID board meeting rvas called
to order by Chairperson Sylvia Soeth at

9:08 a,rr, atZorbaz on Little Pine Lake.

A number of Lake Resideitts were

present along with the OTPLLID board
rlembers.

2. Secretary's Minutes:
The secretary'.s n-rir,utes were handed out
and read. A Motion was rlade, seconded
ancl approved to accept the minutes as

presented. Motior.r approved.

3. Treasurer's Report:
The treasurer's report was presented
by Nick Theroux inch.rding the budget
for upcon.ring year. Nick suggested a

resoh"rtion to approve a levy increase
for 2018. 'lhe proposed budget is for
$50,590. A motion was rrrade to approve
the treasurer',s report and the levy
increase, a second was made ar.rd report
was approved and the motion passed.

4. Curly Leaf Pond Weed treatment on
Big Pine
a. Chairperson Syh,ia Soeth ar.rd

fieasurer Nick Theroux explained the
process of treatrrent, the company who
does the treatirlg, the cost and npcoming
costs to continne treatment of CLP.

fhere was considerable discussion on
the topic ftom the rnembers present.

5. Reports of Standing Cornmittees:
ir. Land and Resource - llo variarrces
requested at this time.
b. Projects * Ben Underhill from Flast

Otter Tail Soil & Water Cor.rservation

District and Wayne F,nger gave a rcport
or tl.re lakeshore restoration project
done on Wayne Enger's ploperty. 'Ttis

restoration project and others like it can

be partly funded by monies received by
tire L.I.D, and the EOT Soil ar.rd Water

District. Ben handed out cards ancl a
sign-up sheet for any lake members r,vho

are interested in ur-rdertaking a project

of this type.

c. Water Quality - Montlily testing has

been donc t[.re results are good. Pete

Guck told whcre the sar-nples have

been taken. RMII. does the testing artd

statistical data is arrailable thrLr their web

site.

c1. Legislative - Wayne l,r.rger reportecl
there is not much happening in the

Legislature. 'lhc State Of MN Br,rffer

initiate is 6070 completed at this tinte.
Otter Tail County is \^,ay ahead of the

rest of the state at 95o/o cclmplction.
Mer-r-rbers are ellcolrrrlgecl ilt they have

any legislative collcel'lls to send e-ntails
to tl-reir legislators.
e. Con.rn.runications and Education -
The neivsletter will be coming out soorl.

|udi Madciock encourages all to reacl

it and also to worl< on doing better by
n sin g nor.r -ph osphate clear-r i r.rg pro dr,rcts

and approved fertilizers. She also stated
that it has been reportecl to this boat'd

that some lakeshore r.nembcrs havc beet.r

discarding lawn clippiugs aud other
debris into the lake and clrainage clitches

or creeks entering the lal<e.'lhis is highly
discouragcd by the DNII and the L.I.D.
Lal<eshore resiclents are asl<ecl to find
irnothel sorlrce fol disposing of larvn

debris.

f. Fisheries * 'Ihere was exterlsi\re

discussion on fishir.rg iincl the clecrcase
in fish cauglrt in rccent years.

g. Volunteers - Leroy l.uecllce, OTC
COLA rcpreseutative gave i] r'eport orl
wl.rat is happening rvith COI-A. COLA
l.ras expar.rded tcsting of calcium,
pl.rosphorous, ancl cl.rlolophyll A. Lakes

tl-rat have zebra mnssels also have a

significant nrrouut of these elernents.

At the anni.ral r.neeting last Augr-rst the
ClOi,A rccogr.rized O1'CPl,ID as tl.re

Lakc Association of the year 2016.

Bryan Zeppcr was trlso hor.rorccl for 19

years of servicc.

6. Unfinished Btrsiness
a. Aqr-ratic Invasivc Spccies -
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1. Curly i.,eaf Pondweed treatment
approved on Big Pine wirs discr.tsseci

earlier in the meeting,
2. Zebra Mussels & Starry Stonewart
update -Doonie reported on this noting

that affected lakes have been found to

har.e high Calcium, Pl-rosphorus and

chloropliyll A, which is why COLA has

expanded their testing to include tl.rese.

3. Otter Tail County AIS Task Force

a. I-l.IDs for Big and Little Pine secotid
sczlson seem to be doing fine.
b. 'I\'ain the Teacl.rers to Train the l(ids
b. Mirtching LII) funds for Lalcescaping

up to $1000 and cooperation of EOT
SWCD.
c. Beaver DMN lakes and Rivels
rrrembership
d. Pron.rote Clean, Drain ancl Dry.

7. New Business
a. MPCA WRAPS is a state study being
done at Tbad River inlet, people are

noticing tl.re equipment at that site.

b. Nominating Committee - 2 seats

on the boar:d are up for election, |erry
Moberg will not run agairr and there
is anotl.rer open position on the board
that rvas not filled. lhe committee
l.ras four interested nor-ninees and it
\,vas suggested that we put two on the

board this year from Little Pine as at

tl.ris time there are only two l.ittle Pine
1:,o:rrd rr-tcnrbers. The other trvo wor-rlcl

be alternates witl-r the plan beir-rg to
nominate them for positions open tlext
year. Norlinatiot.ts were made for
Gtrry Layman and fim Gravalin botl.r

of Little Pine as board mernbers and

Chantal Tougas and I(en Krajsa as future
possible board mer-nbers. A motion lvas

rnade, seconded ancl approved by the

mer.nbership present.
c. C)tl.rer - notl-rir-rg suggested.

8. Adjourn -at 1 1 :1 5 a uotion was tnade

to adjourn, seconded and passed.

Respectfully subntitted by Barb Schate,

Secretnrlt.

OTTER TAIL COUNTY PINE LAKES IMI]ROVEMENT DISTRICT
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Sandhill Dairy, Toad River Farms earn State conservation honors
Pelican Rapids Press

Sandhill Dairy and 'Ibad l{iver Farms of Perhar-n,

were recently recognized as Miunesotn's Outstancling
Conservationist for 20i7. This is a great honor for Ol-ter Tiiil
County and local farmers, as the Don-rbecks r,vele chosen
from 60 otl.rer noruirrees in the state.

The Sandhill Dairy and Tcrad River Farrl opelations were
honored this year trs Minnesota'.s State Conservationist
for 2017 by the Minnesota Association of Soil anci Water
Conservation Districts (MASWCD) at their annual r.neetir-rg

held December 3-5 in Illoomington.
Tirey were selected by the East Ottcr Tail Soil ar-rd Water

Conservation District for the county awat.d and the
MASWCD for the state awarcl. Tl-rese tno operatior-rs
were selected from a pool of 61 outstar.rciing conservatiorrists
in the state, each one representing a difibrent conrrty in
Minnesota. 'lire Dombeck farnily received the arvard or.r

behalf of the farms.
Each year, the state's SWCDs recognize indit iduals

and organizations for outstanding accorlplishments ir.r

irlplementing conservation practices ar-rd ir.nprovir.rg tl-re
quality of MirTr.resota's natulal l.esources. The :rrvarcl progrnlr
is conducted with support from lhe F-arruer rnagazine.
It recognizes those that are truly outstanding
in implementing conservation.

While all our County Conservation Cooper.ators do a

great job, Sandhill Dairy and Toacl River Fartls stood or.rt
to the association. "The MASWCD Awards Committce rvas
impressed by hou, this diverse farming operatior.r
had an equally diverse portfolio of conserr.ation best
Inanagement practices impleinented across the operirtionl'
stated MASWCD Assistant Director Sl-rei1a Vanney.

"Witli technical assistance and program support from tl-re

last Otter'Iai1 SW(]D ou practices iike irrigation scheduling,
lrrt]nure nlrlnagellteltt, and riparian bull-ers, the
Dorlbecks have shown horv a family farrn can be stewardship-
minclecl and at the sume tinre run a successful operation."

hr aclclition to tl-reir cotrservation practices, both
operatior.rs were recently certified tl'rrouglt the Minnesota
Agricultural Water: Quality CJertification Program.

"We arc realll, proud of Sandhill Dairy ar,d Toad River
Farms and what they have clone for conservatiou in East
Otter' 'Iail County," strid East Otter Tail SWCD District
Manager Darren Newvilic. "These operators provide a

rtondelftil exantple lbr our cour.rly by taking a proactive
approacl-r to resource conserrratior.r."

For more ir.rfon'nation on the prograln, contact Darrer.r
Newville at the East Otter Tail SWCD, 218-346-4260 ext. 3.

Property Owners' Input Needed to Help Prepare for Annual Meeting
It'.s the rniddle of winter, but the to ftrce. At last year'.s rnceting there the meeting?

OT'CPLID Board is looking forward to was quite a conversation about fishing . Is there a suggestiorrfor the topic
Spring and the 2018 Annual Meeting. results. Frot.n the test nettir.rg reported to cover?
The date and place aren't finalized; you ir-r this ne wsletler the le are ltits of fish, . What item woulcl you like to lrcar
rvill receive a notice. In recent years but they weren't eating bait rvhen tl.rey explained by the Board?
the Annual Meeting has beet.r the last l-rad so n-rany littlc pcrcir tl"rat clicln't Please contact any Board mernber
Saturday of ]une atZorbaz. involve getting on a hookl lt's a sharne whose contact inforn-ration is in the

To prepare for the rneetiug and keep to have to cut discussion short or to t,ID C)flrcers' List or rnail your reply to
it vital to the property owners the iimit the infomation that comes fi'om O'I'CPI.ID; PO Box 405; Perham, MN,
Board would like your ir-rput. Fwery a speaker. 56573.
year it is a challenge to rnake the Ileplies rnust be received before May
meeting short but informative. 'Ihis is Would yolr anslver questions for the l5 to allow tl-re Board to cornpiete
the oue time during the year we call Iloarcl to prepare for the n-reeting? plans. It might not be possible to cover
sl-rare information and concerns face . Do you like to have s speaker at all the bases, but we will tryl
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LID BOARD MEMBERS
Name Address Phone Represents position

wayne Enger (2016) 43680 Mosquito Hgts Rd. zt| BS0 7159 Big pine Legislative
Perham, MN 56573 Resident
wae2000@hotmail.com

|im Gravalin (2015) 43892 N. Little pine Rcl. 7ot 580 2869 Liftle pine
Perharn MN 56573 Resident
megravalin@gmail.com

Pete Guck (2015) 43077 co. Hwy. 53 605 43r t972 Big pine water euality
New York Mills, MN 56567 Resident
peteguck@grnail.corn

Mark Huber(2015) 43922Mosquito Hts, Roacl 346-3916 Big pi,e vice chair
Perharn MN 56573 Resident projects
hubers@arvig.net

Gary Layman(2017) 45470 N.Littre pine Rd. $o 803 2577 Little pine
Perham MN 56573 Resident
l.layman@sbcglobal.net

|udi Maddock(2016) 44543 yelrorv pi'e Drive 346-5347 Littre pi,e comm. & Edtrcatio,
Perharn MN 56573 Resident
javajude5@gmail.com

Barbara Schave(2015) 451.87 Red Pine Loop 346-305g Little pine Land & Resource
Perham MN 56573 2tg B4g 0776 cell Resident Secretary
bshave@arvig.net

Doonie Soeth(2016) 46562 Timberline Dr, 346_6676 Big pine Chairperson
Perharn MN 56573 7Ol 238 3662 cell Non-resiclent
812 N.20th 2tB_236_6118
Moorhead MN 56573
dooniesoeth@gmail.cotn

NickTheroux(2016) 45919 whispering sands Trait 2rT-371-725t Big pine Treasur.er
Perharn MN 56573 Resident
nick,j odi.theroux@gmail.conl

Each board mentber is alected for a tltee )tear tarm. '1hc election tlnte is intlicatetl by tlre date after their nanrc.



20L7-18 BPLA Board Members
Name
Board Position
Term Expires

Sylvia Soeth

President

2019

Bryan Zepper
1st Vice
20rB

Cyndy Huber
Ti'easurer

20t9

|im Arr-ro

2020

CIint Blandt
20t9

LelLoy Luedke
2018

Jascha Pettit
2020
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Address Phone
46562'l'imberl:rne Dr. 346-6676
Perham, IvlN 56573

812 North 20 2tB 236-6tlB
Moorhead, MN 56560
dooniesoeth@gmail.corn 2lB 701-3662

43686 Mosqtrito Hts. Rd. 218 639-4496
Perham, MN 56573
bkzepper@arvig.net

43922 Mosqvito Hts. Rd 346-3916
Perhant, MN 56573

cyr.rdyh@ucbank.conr

43753 Hwy 53
Perharr.r, MN 56573
jin'ranto@eot.conr

346 3363

Assignlnent
I.lD Liaison

\4rater Monitoring

Membership

Legislation

Membership

Otter Tail COLA
Representative

Fishing Concenrs

44753 Nitche Lake Rd 346-5168
Perham, MN 56573
crblandt@arvig.net

45771 Whispering Sds Tr 346-6902
Perharn, MN 56573
leroy@EOT.com

45477 Whisperir,g Sds Ln 2lB 639-7837
Perham, MN 56573
jpettit@map-inc.org

2017 BiB Pine Lirke Association Merl. bership

Narne or narnes

Mailing Address

City, State, ZIP

Phone Il-mail address

BP address ildifferent from above

$20.00 dr.res ir.rcludecl Property owner Afliliatc rnernber

BPLA needs you to help protect our rvater quality and nirtural resources. Ilctunr this poltion in the enclosed envelope to BPLA,
Rox 174, Pcrhanr, MN 56573.
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Did you rnake a Resolutior-r for

2018? Lots ofpeople do, apparently.

According to the ntedia reports most

of them inr.olve going to a gyr.nr-rasiun-r

or going on a diet. Or"re year slides into

another for rne without the need for
resolutions to ren-rincl me another year

flew byl

OTC COLA has encouragecl the

county's Lake Associations to sarnple

d;"/42

lake water and test it throLigh RMB

Labs for rnany yeitrs. 'Ihe program was

expanded to all lakes in the county

that have DNI{ access in 2017. This

valuable data is used by the State of
MN and several agencies tcl assess

the condition o1'the lake nncl, only

recently, to indicate vulnerability to

aquatic invasive species.

Pl.rosphorus is one of the nutrients

measurecl in the O I'C COLA water

testing progrant. Please reacl ancl learn

about the signilicance of phosphorus

iu Minnesotrr watels. "Ilefore yorl carl

care, first you har.e to knorv." The Rig

Pitre l.ake Association begau water

testing in 1991 and lear-uecl u,ith

volunteels and glants that phosphorus

was orlr worst enemy. 'there wili always

be phospl-roms but withor_rt taking

action the lake would have continued

to deteriorate.

Use Best Management Practices:

No phosphorus in fertilizer; it'.s been

outlawed for shorelines since 2005. No

vegetation cluntped in the lake. Manage

1,onr septic system. Use phosphorus-

free soaps, Check incorlir.rg rivers,

streauls and drainage.

Make it your Resolution for 2018 to

l<nor,v about phosphorusl "Or.re pour-rd

ofphosphorus grows 500 pounds of
rveeds."

Stsrs NW .ubYed

sot xog od


